
TOPIC OF THE WEEK

Venezuela opens new phase of dialogue
and meeting after November 21st elections
A new political map emerges in Venezuela after 
the regional and municipal elections of November 
21st, when the parties of the Great Patriotic Pole 
Coalition (GPP) reaffirmed themselves as the 
main political force in the country, with 19 of 22 
governorships and 211 of 335 municipalities. On 
January 9th, the remaining governorship to be re-
newed, corresponding to the state of Barinas, in the 
western part of the country, will be elected.
Likewise, sectors grouped in the so-called Democratic 
Alliance (Alianza Democrática) are emerging as a new 
opposition right-wing axis that equals in votes the 
factors registered in the self-styled Democratic Unity 
Roundtable (Mesa de la Unidad Democrática, MUD), 
which concentrates extremist groups.
In light of this new situation, the President of the 
Republic, Nicolás Maduro, began working meetings 

this week with all the elected governors, in order to 
provide solutions to the needs of the people, who 
are facing the effects of the blockade imposed by the 
United States.
It is about “a new stage of growth, a new prosperity. This 
arises through union and joint work (...) to rescue the 
welfare, assistance and security state,” said the President, 
who received at the Miraflores Palace, Caracas, the 
elected governors Alberto Galíndez (Cojedes), Morel 
Rodríguez (Nueva Esparta) and Manuel Rosales (Zulia), 
nominated by opposition right-wing parties.
He discussed with them work agendas in areas such 
as food production, public services, fuel distribution, 
reactivation of tourism and special projects for the eco-
nomic revival of these three important states. 
“On the basis of respect, of playing fair, of playing 
within the framework of legality, everything can be 

achieved. There will be things in which we can always 
move forward with good will, good communication 
and good dialogue. I believe in the word of the peo-
ple, and I take the word of these governors and we will 
work together,” he said as he left the meeting.
The head of State also ratified that he will strengthen 
the articulation with the 19 winning governors of the 
GPP and foresees a work agenda with the mayors of 
the capitals of the 23 states, to address solutions for 
the people. “We are fine-tuning the plans to start with 
great strength in 2022,” he added. 
Last Sunday, the President announced for January 
the activation of the Beautiful, Patriotic and Safe 
Venezuela Social Program, a replica of the same 
project used to rescue streets, avenues, squares, 
schools and community spaces in Caracas.
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After registering the Ómicron variant of COVID-19 
in several countries, the President of the Republic, 
Nicolás Maduro, informed that Venezuela is taking 
measures in ports and airports to contain its even-
tual arrival, and added that he is in permanent com-

Reinforcement measures against Ómicron variant
munication with the World Health Organization.
He reiterated that the best protection is the use of a 
mouth mask, social distancing and the vaccination 
process, which has already covered more than 77% 
of the population. “We have vaccines for 100% of 

the inhabitants of Venezuela (...) and in January a 
very large batch of antidotes for reinforcement will 
arrive,” he said.
For the beginning of 2022, the Government an-
nounced the application of the Cuban vaccine Abdala, 
a drug with 92.28% efficacy against the virus, one of 
the highest in the world, as a booster scheme.
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The Government of Venezuela congratulated the 
people of Honduras for the Election Day held on 
November 28, when Xiomara Castro became the 
first woman elected as President of the Central 
American country. “Today the people of Morazán 
resume the path of hope and the Great Homeland 
(Patria Grande) joins this historic democratic 
celebration,” referred a statement.
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In the final declaration of the First Meeting of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Ibero-America, a 
call was made to curb the imposition of Unilateral 
Coercive Measures (UCM), which affects the fight 
against Covid-19. The pandemic has made the 
effect of these illegal actions “more evident, as 
affected countries face shortages of medicines 
and medical equipment.”

Call to curb UCM

 Venezuela ratified at the 19th General Conference 
of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) its willingness to continue 
working jointly for sustainable growth. The Vice 
Minister of Industrial Development, José Biomorgi, 
celebrated the extension of the Country Program 
Agreement, the primary basis for cooperation be-
tween UNIDO and our Nation.

For industrial development

Jubilation for Honduras

Venezuela reaffirms brotherhood
with the nascent Republic of Barbados

DIPLOMACY

This November 30th, Barbados left behind almost 
4 centuries under the rule of Great Britain to be-
come a Parliamentary Republic and thus enjoy its 
sovereign and independent status. Venezuela, the 
first South American country to establish diplo-
matic relations with the Caribbean nation 52 years 
ago, today reaffirms its willingness to continue 
strengthening the bilateral relationship.
The Minister of Foreign Relations, Félix Plasencia, 
accompanied the Barbadian people in this historic 
event, as a “sign of brotherhood and admiration 
for their vision of the future framed in indepen-
dence and peace.” In this manner, he met with the 
Prime Minister, Mia Amor Mottley, to whom he 
conveyed the congratulations of the Venezuelan 
people and government.

NEWS BRIEF

Fidel Castro Ruz Center
promotes values
of unity and integration
The Fidel Castro Ruz Center, inaugurated last 
November 25th, in Havana, Cuba, is not only a 
space to learn about the thought and work of the 
revolutionary leader. It is also a testimony of the 
brotherhood he promoted with the peoples of the 
world, especially with Venezuela, hand in hand 
with Commander Hugo Chávez.
Inspired by that bond, Cuban President, Miguel Díaz-
Canel; former President of the Council of State of 
Cuba, Raúl Castro, and Venezuelan President, Nicolás 
Maduro, shared in the opening ceremony of the 
venue, with the participation of the theater group La 

Colmenita and their play “Fidel speak. I need you.”
The center, which opens its doors five years after the 
departure of the leader, is “a space for the study and 
dissemination of the thought and work of the Father 
of the Cuban Revolution, the Commander of Dignity,” 
said President Nicolás Maduro, who thanked for the 
invitation to the inauguration ceremony.
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CAPSULES OF IDEAS
“Peace is not just the absence of conflict; peace

is the creation of an environment where all can flourish,
regardless of race, colour, creed, religion, gender,

class, caste, any other social characteristic
that differentiates us.”

Nelson Mandela. New Delhi, India, January 31, 2004

A total of 249 nationals returned to Venezuela on 
Flight 157 of the Return to the Homeland Plan 
(Plan Vuelta a la Patria), from Lima, Peru. Thanks 
to this voluntary return policy, initiated in 2018, 
up to 27,537 Venezuelans from 19 countries have 
returned to the Country. For the most part, they 
want to be reunited with their relatives and work 
towards the welfare of their homeland.

Venezuelans
return from Peru

The Foreign Minister also witnessed the swearing-in 
of Sandra Mason, elected by parliament as 
President, an action that puts an end to the transi-
tion that began in 1966, when Barbados declared 
its independence. Fifty-five years later, the final 
steps were taken to become a republic, with Queen 
Elizabeth II ceasing to be its head of State.

Strengthen ties
After the protocolary acts of this November 30th, 
Minister Plasencia explored with authorities of the 
new republic opportunities for exchange, especially in 
areas such as foreign trade, culture and environment. 
In this way, possibilities “that generate significant 
achievements for both nations” are promoted.
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US renews
restrictions on
Venezuelan oil sector
To maintain administrative activities, but not 
operations that involve the commercialization 
of Venezuelan oil: this is the condition of five 
companies established in our country, according 
to License 8I of the United States Department of 
the Treasury, renewed on November 24.
The provision, effective until June 1, 2022, 
requires Chevron Corporation, Halliburton, 
Schlumberger Limited, Baker Hughes Holdings 
LLC and Weatherford International Public 
Limited Company to remain in Venezuelan 
territory under essential limited maintenance, 
that is, they can only preserve assets and per-
sonnel, hold shareholder meetings, pay taxes or 
contract public services.
In contrast, the license prohibits them from 
carrying out drilling, lifting, processing, buying, 
selling, transporting or shipping oil or derivative 
products of Venezuelan origin; as well as design, 
build, install, repair or improve any well or other 
installation required for the oil activity.
The five companies are also unable to pay 
dividends to Petróleos de Venezuela (PDVSA), 
the nation’s main industry; export or re-export 
diluents; trade a loan, additional debt accumu-
lation or subsidy from the company.
With these actions, the U.S. insists on damaging 
the Venezuelan oil industry, affected since 2017 
by Unilateral Coercive Measures, which have 
caused a 99% drop in the nation’s income and 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). These actions, 
contrary to International Law, also involve the 
seizure of Venezuelan assets abroad, such as 
Citgo, a PDVSA subsidiary that operates in the 
United States.
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UNBLOCK REVOLUTION IN PROGRESS

Science at the service
of production and sovereignty
Rethinking Venezuela from the scientific fact, to 
overcome the oil rentism, to triumph over the eco-
nomic blockade and to face the global crisis, these 
are the objectives of the 5th Venezuelan Congress 
of Science, Technology and Innovation, which 
brings together members of universities, investi-
gation centers, public and private companies and 
popular organizations to share knowledge, pro-
pose policies and suggest actions aimed at a new 
model for civilization.
From November 29 to December 3, experiences are 
analyzed around four main themes: Health, agricul-
ture, food and life; Education, culture, life, work and 
nature; City, public services, environment and energy; 
and Industry, development, needs and environment.
From these areas, more than 5,000 people will 
construct knowledge by sharing, virtually and in 
person, perspectives on scientific activity with 90 
conferences and 16 plenary sessions. Additionally, 

In a day marked by peace and joy, more than 
4 thousand indigenous spokespersons elected 
eight state legislators for eight federal enti-
ties and 69 councilors, on November 26. The 
electoral event, witnessed by international 

observers, was carried out according to the cus-
toms of these communities, which by constitu-
tional mandate have a quota of representation 
in legislative bodies.
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Indigenous peoples of Venezuela
elect legislators and councilors

VENEZUELA IN IMAGES

the social management of science, technology and 
innovation is disseminated.

Science is inclusion
With this congress, scientific activity is promoted 
as an inclusive act, with a gender perspective, a 
communal vision and “a deep look at the people,” 
the Minister of Science and Technology, Gabriela 
Jiménez, affirmed.
From this point of view, “knowledge is not in 
contradiction with the practice of building new 
knowledge. On the contrary, knowledge is in har-
mony with the promotion of scientific content.”
Under this perspective, the 2021 National Awards 
for Science, Technology and Innovation will also 
be granted, which recognizes investigation and 
innovations aimed at improving the quality of life 
of the Venezuelan people.
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The War of Independence in Venezuela went 
through very hard periods, which claimed many 
patriotic and royalist lives. With the decree of 
War to Death (“Decreto de Guerra a muerte”), 
between 1813 and 1820, a cycle of battles was 
opened, which, although they were successful 
for the independence cause, they wore down 
both sides, so a ceasefire was necessary.
A weakened Spain, in June 1820, ordered the 
realist Pablo Morillo to accept any arbitration 
with Simón Bolívar. In November of that year, 
both moved to Trujillo, in the Venezuelan Andes, 
where they appointed their commissions to 
carry out the negotiations.
On November 25th, 1820, the Armistice Treaty is 
signed, with which hostilities are suspended for six 
months between the Republic of Colombia and 
the royalists, the transit of the troops is delimited 
and indicates the clearing of communication for 
the supply of food between sides.
They also agreed to regularize the war. The 
latter was devised by the Liberator, written 
by General Antonio José de Sucre and signed 
on November 26 by Bolívar and Morillo, who 
sealed the pact with a historic hug on the 27th 
in Santa Ana de Trujillo.
With this agreement, considered the genesis 
of International Humanitarian Law, the parties 
undertook to respect the lives of prisoners, pro-
vide medical assistance to the wounded and an 
honorable burial for the fallen.
Both documents, known as the Trujillo 
Armistice, gave the patriots time to regroup 
their forces and go victorious to the Battle of 
Carabobo, the following year, to consolidate 
the Independence of Venezuela.
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The roots of
International
Humanitarian Law 
are in Trujillo

HEROIC ROOTS

A total of 192 Venezuelan athletes up to the age of 
22 are participating in the I Junior Pan American 
Games Cali Valle 2021, in Colombia. Until this 
December 1th, the delegation had 20 medals: 4 
gold, 4 silver and 12 bronze, in the search for places 
for Pan American in Santiago 2023 and advance on 
the route of Paris 2024.
One of the most outstanding athletes is María Yegres, 
winner of four medals in swimming: gold in 800 me-
ters’ freestyle, silver in 200 meters’ freestyle and a pair 
of bronzes in 400 meters and 1,500 meters’ freestyle. 
In swimming, Venezuela also won another bronze 
medal in the men’s 100-meter butterfly, by Jorge 
Eliezer Otaiza Hernández.
Women’s boxing also contributed a pair of medals. 
A gold medal for Mayerlis Yriza (69-75 kg) and 
bronze for Juliannys Álvares (57-60 kg).
Likewise, in wrestling, Jonaiker Martinez (Greco 60 
kg) won a silver medal. Daniel Vegas (Greco 77 kg) 

Generation of Gold starts
in Cali its way to Paris 2024

In recent years, the U.S. blockade and a social 
media campaign based on false expectations 
have generated the migration of Venezuelans 
to other countries. Due to its proximity and 
due to the dual nationality status of millions of 
Colombians who have historically taken refuge 
in Venezuela, Colombia is the main recipient, 
a condition used by the government of Iván 
Duque to appropriate funds from various NGOs 
and international organizations such as the 
United Nations (UN) directed at the supposed 
“humanitarian aid” to Venezuelans.
Bogotá, for example, received resources from a 
fund announced for 1,500 million dollars, by the 
governments of Canada, the United States and 
the European Union. This June, in addition, the 
U.S. announced another collection for 336 million 
dollars to serve Venezuelans.
These millionaire advertisements are accom-
panied by a whole strategy with international 

media to justify the supply of resources to a 
government that, however, does not guaran-
tee the protection of Venezuelans in its terri-
tory. According to Legal Medicine of Colombia, 
since 2017 more than 2,000 migrants have been 
murdered and more than 800 disappeared, vic-
tims of mistreatment, xenophobia, racism and 
persecution have been reported, despite the 
large amount of resources destined for their 
supposed attention.
“We publicly denounce the government of Mr. 
Duque for this aggravated fraud against the in-
ternational community,” warned the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Félix Plasencia, during his 
participation in the 112th Council of the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration (IOM).
The diplomat requested “a transparent audit that 
shows where the billions of dollars that United 
Nations agencies have awarded to the Duque 
government really go.”

The scam behind the migration of Venezuelans
UNCOVERING FAKE NEWS

and Juan Diaz (Greco 87 kg) won bronze.
The judo contributed five more medals: Two gold, 
from Fabiola Díaz (52 kg) and Willis García (-66 kg); 
one of silver, by María Giménez (-48 kg), and two of 
bronze, by Amarantha Urdaneta (+78 kg) and Juan 
Campos (-90 kg).
Weightlifting achieved three medals: Reinner 
Arango, silver at 67 kg, Katherin Echandia, bronze 
at 49 kg, and Fabián Márquez, bronze at 61 kg. 
In skating, José Rojas won bronze medals in the 500 
and 1,000-meter sprint.
The President of the Republic, Nicolás Maduro, 
celebrated the success of our athletes in the games, 
which close this December 5, with his sights set on 
another successful Olympic cycle. “Congratulations! 
We are proud of you and of all the youth that 
went to triumph in the Cali-Valle 2021 Youth Pan 
American Games,” said the President.
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BEATS OF OUR PEOPLE


