
Ceremony of Awarding, Proclamation and Issuance of credentials to the President
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, by the Electoral Authority 

National Electoral Council Headquarters, Caracas
Tuesday, May 22nd, 2018

Master  of  Ceremony: All  welcome  to  the  ceremony  of  awarding,  proclamation  and
issuance of credentials to the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicolas
Maduro Moros, elected to the Presidency of the Republic, for the constitutional period
2019-2025.

Following,  remarks  by  Tibisay  Lucena  Ramirez,  President  of  the  National  Electoral
Council of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

[National broadcasting]

President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: [...] citizen Tarek William
Saab, Prosecutor General of the Republic and President of the Republican Moral Council;
citizen  Vice-President  of  the  Electoral  Authority,  Electoral  Rectors;  citizens  rectors
appointed to the subordinate bodies of the Electoral Authority, citizen  Secretary-General
and  Legal  Consultant  of  the  Electoral  Authority,  distinguished  members  of  the
International Electoral Accompaniment Program, on the occasion of the 2018 elections.
Distinguished members of the electoral mission of the Council of Electoral Experts of Latin
America, citizen Tareck El Aissami, Executive Vice President of the Republic;  Citizens
Ministers, Deputy Ministers members of the Executive Cabinet. Official citizens of the High
Military Command, citizen governors, mayors, citizen directors, officials of the Electoral
Authority, representatives of the media, ladies and gentlemen.

The electoral event that we held on May 20th is the result of great efforts to preserve
democracy and peace in our country; it is the product of political talks between Chavismo
forces  and  the  opposition,  facilitated  and  supported  by  diverse  personalities  and
governments.  We came to  this  election  aware  of  having  built  a  possibility  to  counter
violence and foreign aggression against Venezuela.

We had never witnessed such an inclement international attack, as the one suffered by
this electoral process. We have seen -with astonishment- governments and multilateral
organizations participated in a siege against our national sovereignty, funding campaigns
in media and social networks throughout the world, in order to promote abstention and the
lynching of candidacies, all with the aim of cornering democracy and peace.

The organization of the election was marked by respect to the parties and especially to
the  political  agreements  signed  in  Santo  Domingo  and  Caracas;  the  country  must
remember that this was an agreed-upon election between Chavismo and the opposition,
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which was scheduled for April 22nd, but in view of the aggressions to the dialogue and to
the election, it was agreed to hold it this past May 20th.

The  Electoral  Authority,  once  again,  made  available  all  its  human  and  technological
strength to the service of national peace, thus allowing the country's political forces to find
a route for all Venezuelans: An alternative to political violence, to the coup d'état or foreign
intervention. 

When we started our own tasks for the organization of the event, we extended, upon
request of the parties, the guarantees for the election, increasing the enormous amount of
resources that contribute to the security and good performance of the event. The parties’
witnesses and technicians participated and signed all the audits to the electoral system;
there  are  written  and  audiovisual  evidence  of  it.  Today,  unfortunately  the  voices  of
groundless denunciation return. Today the results are attacked without providing a single
data or evidence against the system; thus intending, once again, to set the conditions and
opportunity for the enemies of Venezuela to attack our sovereignty. 

This electoral result, beyond those that were winners, is the expression of an electoral
system faithful to the political will  of the Venezuelan people; we organized an election
based on a reality that required it and we offered all the guarantees, so that the political
actors could participate in politics for the benefit of the people; ultimately, we are the ones
who require the contribution of the politics, for the strengthening of our coexistence in
society.

We, democrats, are the majority of this country; we are who deeply believe in the electoral
encounter, in the collective construction even from the political differences, we are the
ones who will demand respect for these results despite the insistent aggression.

Audience: [applause]

President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: Those who never bet,
and have not bet on the respect of the will of the people, the result of May 20th shows a
country that politically expresses itself exercising or not its right to vote, this country must
be listened to,  this country must be respected; political  parties and their leaders must
know how to read the true meaning of this election. Venezuelan people have reiterated
that they want to live in peace; they have reiterated that they want our coexistence, even
with  our  differences  and  contradictions,  to  be  possible  within  the  republican  values  
established in our constitution; it is the responsibility of the politicians to find the way to do
it.

This  electoral  authority  wants  to  modestly  dedicate  the  efforts  we  have  made to  this
people who, in the face of any attack and setbacks, give us the beautiful present of their
presence and their votes. Many thanks.
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Audience: [applause]

Master of Ceremony: Following, reading of the Record of Awarding, Proclamation and
Issuance of Credential to the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicolas
Maduro Moros, elected to the Presidency of the Republic for  the constitutional  period
2019-2025 by Tibisay Lucena Ramirez, President of the Electoral Council.

President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: Elections 2018, Record
of  Totalization,  Awarding  and  Proclamation,  President  of  the  Bolivarian  Republic  of
Venezuela, the National Electoral Council, in the city of Caracas on the 22nd day of the
month of May 2018, once received and examined by the totaling commission, the scrutiny
minutes  corresponding  to  the  election  of  President  of  the  Bolivarian  Republic  of
Venezuela,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Organic  Law  on  the  Electoral
Authority,  the  Organic  Law  on  Electoral  Processes,  the  General  Regulations  of  the
Organic Law on Electoral Processes and Resolution number 180207-004, published in
the  Electoral  Gazette  of  the  Bolivarian  Republic  of  Venezuela,  number  883  dated
February 8th, 2018, proceeds to totalize the votes as follows: candidate Nicolas Maduro
Moros with the coalition: 6 million 224 thousand and 40 votes, it represents 67.81 percent
of the votes casted.

Audience: [applause]

President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: I hand over this Totaling
Record and then proceed with the certificate with the credential.

Master of Ceremony: Handing over of the credential awarded to citizen Nicolas Maduro
Moros, elected to the Constitutional Presidency of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
for the period 2019-2025.

Audience: Let’s go Nico! Let’s go Nico! Let’s go Nico!

President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: Credential as President
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. The National Electoral Council, in exercise of
their powers conferred by Article 33.6 of the Organic Law on the Electoral Authority, Article
153 of the Organic Law on Electoral Processes, Article 393 of the General Regulation of
the Organic Law on Electoral  Processes, accredits  the citizen Nicolas Maduro Moros,
holder  of  the  Identification  Card,  No.  5,892,464,  nominated by the  organizations with
political purposes: PSUV, MSV, PCV, Tupamaro, PPT, MEP, MAPC, Podemos, ORA, UPV,
as President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela elected in the 2018 elections held on
May 20th, 2018, for a period of six years in accordance with the provisions of Article 230
of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Audience: [applause]
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President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: In the city of Caracas on
the 22nd day of the month of May 2018.

Audience: [applause]

Master  of  Ceremony:  Following,  remarks  by  Nicolas  Maduro  Moros,  constitutional
President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Re-elected  President  of  the  Bolivarian  Republic  of  Venezuela,  Nicolas  Maduro:
Good morning Venezuela, dear comrades who are listening through national broadcast on
radio and TV across the length and breadth of our beloved Homeland Venezuela; Her
Excellency, the president of the National Electoral Council, Dr. Tibisay Lucena, council
members, professional staff,  directorate of the National Electoral Council, the Electoral
Authority of the Nation. 

Audience: [applauses]

President  Nicolas  Maduro President  of  the  National  Constituent  Assembly,  Vice-
president, secretaries, sub-secretaries, constituent members, Executive Vice-president of
the  Bolivarian  Republic  of  Venezuela,  Government  Vice-presidents,  ministers,  state
governors of our Republic; president of the Venezuelan Judiciary and of the Supreme
Court of Justice, Dr. Maikel Moreno, brothers and sisters, comrades of the Military High
Command of the Bolivarian National Armed Force, the glorious anti-imperialist and anti-
oligarchy Bolivarian National Armed Force.   

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro Dr. Tareck William Saab, president of the Citizen Authority.  

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro Comrades gathered here, international guests who are still in
the country, international observers from different world organizations. 

Here it is the official credential that declares me legitimate and constitutional President of
the  Bolivarian  Republic  of  Venezuela  for  the  period  2019-2025,  by  the  people’s
democratic will expressed through the constitutional act of free elections held last May
20th.  

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro How many paths bring us here, how many fights bring us
here, how many overcame obstacles. A miracle brings us here, and the author of this
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miracle: the Venezuelan people, the people of God with its strength, with its wonderful
strength. 

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro Dr. Tibisay Lucena, when you hand me over these official
documents of historical nature, I  believe that Venezuela is capable of overcoming any
task,  any  challenge;  that  Venezuela  has  democratic,  constitutional  and  institutional
maturity;  that  our  people’s  awareness  is  strong  enough  to  face  any  challenge  and
succeed.

These are not the first elections that we win; the world knows that, even though the media
that  covers  us  daily  hides  it.  Although  you,  international  media,  basically  hide  it  to
manipulate world public opinion, you must know, despite it perturbs you, and those who
believe  themselves  to  be  owners  of  the  world  as  well,  that  the  revolutionary  forces
founded by our commander Chavez and inspired by Simon Bolivar, have been impeccably
winning different kinds of election for 19 years in the Venezuelan democracy.   

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: It is no little thing to say 24 elections, and in each election
the  electoral  guarantees  system  has  been  improved,  one  of  a  kind,  as  it  has  been
recognized by the experts who have come to the country on several occasions, and who
have been and are present even today, those who record in their reports the progress –
unique  in  the  world  –  in  terms of  electoral  guarantees  from an  institutional,  political,
technological and organizational point of view, for the political actors who participate in the
different electoral processes.

Twenty-four elections, easier said than done, right? Twenty-four elections always facing
threats,  pressures,  facing  and  defeating  different  forms  of  non-conventional  war,
something that has been very well studied by our Armed Force, and which must continue
to be disseminated as doctrine.   

Venezuela is facing a non-conventional war scheme to be dominated and re-colonized.
Venezuela has faced different modalities of direct oil sabotage, direct military coups, direct
corporate  coups;  it  has  faced  every  modality  of  non-conventional  war  with  only  one
weapon:  people’s  vote,  people’s  awareness,  the  participatory,  active  and  protagonist
democracy.

Audience: [applauses]

President  Nicolas Maduro:  Let  us  discover  our  weapon.  Let  us  accurately  discover
which the Bolivarian Revolution’s weapon to triumph is; and that is its faith in the people
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and the confidence in it. The power for the people: The real democracy, and always the
people’s vote.    

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro I shall give you only one example. Dear first combatant, Dr.
Cilia Flores, I hadn’t greeted you.

Audience: [applauses]

President  Nicolas  Maduro The  Secretary-General  of  the  Bolivarian  Alliance  for  the
Peoples of Our America is here today, former Bolivarian and Bolivian Foreign Minister
David Choquehuanca, dear brother, on behalf of all ALBA countries I thank you for your
presence.    

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: Let us remember the intense conflicts of 2001, 2002, 2003,
2004,  coup  d’état,  oil  industry  sabotage,  economic  sabotage,  guarimba 1,  that  first
guarimba, February, March, 2004; and how did we solve the conflict? With bullets? With
guns? Within a civil war? No, we solved it by convening a recall referendum enshrined in
the Constitution, and we solved it  here with votes, August 15 th,  2004, a historical day
where the first referendum of such nature in the electoral history of the world was held;
and where was the first recall referendum in the electoral history of the world held? In the
United States? No, in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the first recall referendum
was held in our beloved Venezuela.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: And the people solved the conflict with votes, a conflict that
they wanted to take us by means of unconventional warfare to a civil  war. And peace
came  with  the  recall  referendum,  which  ended  up  being  an  affirmative,  ratifying
referendum  of  the  mandate  of  our  beloved  founding  commander  of  the  Bolivarian
Revolution, eternal leader, Hugo Chavez Frias, beloved commander Hugo Chavez.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: We took the path of peace, democracy, and vote. We took it
in  time,  the  paths  of  the  Bolivarian  Revolution  were  born  from violence,  blood,  pain,
sacrifice, martyrdom, in 1989, 1992 and 1993; perhaps the youngest youth do not know
more about this because they did not live it and there is a part of those who are already
adults, who tend, by the daily anguish, the daily struggle, to forget that the oligarchical
republic, the IV Republic took Venezuela to the limits of despair, violence, etc., etc.
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And we were the result, as Commander Chavez always said, of a painful, violent birth,
stained by the pain of the humble in their struggle, in the massacre that was made of the
humble peoples: A regime of oppression.

And all of us were moved by an immense force to change this country and that force
ignored the electoral and fraudulent ways that existed in that time, an electoral system
made for fraud, for the trap, for the domination of the country, for the control of the Nation.

And Commander Chavez who gave us hope, told us: Guys, never again, never again
violence, no more blood on the streets, no more insurrectional path, and he convinced us
of  the  democratic,  participatory  path  of  the  vote,  a  “tactical  window”  was  called  by
Commander Chavez at the time. 

When everything was off on the horizon of Venezuela in 1996, 1997, Commander Chavez
said: let's go there, there is an opportunity; and we turn that tactical window into a wide
path with the Popular Constituent process in 1999. And with the decision of April 19, 1997
in Valencia, partners, brothers, sisters, with Commander Chavez in front, the Bolivarian
Revolutionary Movement 200 decided to travel the path of peace, elections, and popular
vote, and the path of dialogue, understanding, and peaceful transformations to be a true
revolution in Venezuela.

Certified, signed, agreed and I can say 21 years later: we have been loyal and we have
fulfilled the agreed word and we have never separated from the electoral, democratic and
peaceful path.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro:  Take note, those who have to take note in the world and
here, because we are a very powerful civil-military union movement, we have to see the
time passed, what we were on April 19, 1997; and what we are today; time and the path
transited. 

And we must realize the power that today has that movement born from the roots of
Bolivar  to  transform the  country,  and  we  must  realize  what  we  have  faced,  and  the
temptations  that  could  have  happened  along  the  way  for  abandoning  the  path  of  a
democratic, peaceful, constitutional revolution because we have power and strength to
take the necessary path when we have to defend the Homeland, its dignity, its honor, its
sovereignty, its integrity and save the Homeland. 

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro:  We have the power to save the country whatever the path
we have to take it and we have chosen that the path is electoral, political, democratic,
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constitutional and it will continue to be the path, so I confirm it today when receiving this
credential as President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, for the 2019-2025 period.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: I have come before you, the highest authority of the Republic
regarding the Electoral Authority, Dr. Tibisay Lucena to ratify to you what is the path of the
Bolivarians  and  Chavistas  in  the  21st  century,  the  path  is  peace,  the  path  is  the
Constitution. 

We will defend the Constitution with our life if necessary, the path is the people and their
happiness, the path is equality, true freedom, true freedom with equality, with Republic,
true freedom with justice, inclusion, true freedom with people, education, values, culture,
when we speak of freedom; we speak of freedom with education, values, culture, equality,
inclusion, Republic, the republican freedom that is the basis of the freedom of socialism of
the  21st  century,  the  construction  of  the  utopia,  the  dream,  the  great  dream  of  the
socialism of the 21st century.

So, before the Venezuelan people who see us, who observe us, who listen to us and who
waits for us outside of this facility of command and control center of the National Electoral
Council, I ratify the path that the Republic must take and that we will continue whatever
happens, whatever they do, our path will be the Constitution, peace, dialogue, truth with
courage  and  bravery,  and  the  defense  of  dignity,  independence  and  honor  of  the
Venezuelan people against the aggression.

I  thank  the  National  Electoral  Council;  the  whole  country  has  to  thank  the  electoral
members that from five in the morning of May 20th until two, three in the morning of May
21st, they were in charge of the 34,000 polling stations.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: They are truly marvelous staff, they deserve respect for what
they do.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: And, from here, I pay humble tribute to the National Electoral
Council, to all the technical and organizational staff, all workers and professionals, all the
Electoral Authority staff, great Authority of the Republic.

Audience: [applause]

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  Venezuela  is  the  only  country  in  the  world  that  has  an
Electoral Authority, right? ...
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President of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay Lucena: There are others over
there...

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  There  are  other  entities  that  have  had  the  character  of
Authority. We must remember that the Electoral Authority is a creation of the Liberator
Simon Bolivar, in the Constitution of Bolivia in 1826, in the founding Constitution of our
sisterly Bolivia, the Electoral Power and the Moral Power, the Citizen Power, creations of
the Liberator Simon Bolivar.

And Commander Chavez proposed it in the 1999 Constituent Assembly, he said: "If there
is  going  to  be  a  real  democracy,  a  participatory  democracy,  a  leading  democracy,
Venezuela must have an Electoral Authority to consult the Republic on the major issues of
domestic interest, and truly empower the citizens.

Twenty-four  elections.  The  strength  of  the  Bolivarian  Revolution  has  achieved  and
enjoyed  the  victory  in  22  electoral  contests,  with  different  magnitudes,  with  different
scenarios of competition. This is important that the intellectuals: Earle Herrera, Hermann
Escarra, Francisco Ameliach, Adan Chavez, intellectuals, permanent writers, Tania Diaz
among other intellectuals, and please apologize me the others if I do not name them,
Eduardo Murachi Piñate, the political leaders, Jorge Rodriguez.

I congratulate Jorge Rodríguez and the Simon Bolivar Presidential Campaign throughout
the country.

Audience: [applause]

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  To  an  intellectual  of  the  world,  our  brother  Ramonet,  a
Spanish and French intellectual who came as an international observer. Thanks.

It is important to analyze that each scenario is a particularity, it is a lie that one scenario
can extrapolate the other,  as it  is  a lie that no one can transmit  the votes he has to
another person. 

If you go to an election of councilmen, it is an election of councilmen, if you go to an
election in 2004, it was in 2004, time, year, conditions, and the type of competition counts,
the election campaign counts and everything has to be considered and our people do it
according to the circumstances.

This election campaign was very special, first: because it was preceded by a process of
political  dialogue,  promoted  by  the  government  I  preside  over,  in  order  to  reach  the
maximum level of agreements and guarantees for an election and a measurement, as I
say,  face  to  face,  between  the  forces  of  the  counterrevolution  and  the  forces  of  the
revolution.
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I  have  to  say,  fellow  intellectuals  who  write,  comrades,  brothers,  sisters,  who  write
sometimes as well -and sometimes not- that this is a great victory, this is a great victory of
the people and no one can be disregarded, tainted, diminished, it is not a crime to try to
diminish  the  great  victory that  the  people  of  Venezuela  have had with  their  courage,
bravery, awareness and light.

They have not allowed to be manipulated, they have not surrendered to imperial threats
and they are in the streets ready to defend the Homeland, as never before people wanted
to  defend  its  Homeland,  as  never  before  a  people  defended  its  Homeland  with
enthusiasm.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: It is necessary to put it in the context and I say it from the
bottom of my fighter heart, because you know that I am not a bureaucrat who is in the
office with air conditioner; enjoying the power, no! The power is not an enjoyment, it is a
sacrifice, in order to serve the people, I say this through my sacrificed-work and through
the example I have demonstrated, I  say it  through the fight that I have given, I  say it
through the courage I have demonstrated to faced the North American empire, I say it
because nobody has handed me over this victory, because I have conquered this victory
with the people, struggling, with perseverance, with courage.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: That's why I say this with my heart, with the truth; I say it with
the truth. Nobody has handed us this victory today or ever, we have conquered it step-by-
step, vote-by-vote.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: And I sincerely say it from the bottom of my heart; this is
something  I  have to  say.  I  wanted the  competition  to  be  for  the  world  championship
(referring to the presidential elections), I wanted to get the best of their candidates and I
implemented the methodology of the fraternal dialogue in order they could participate in
the elections, and I arranged for them to come because I wanted them to come together
in a single candidate, to achieve and get the effect of August 15, 2004; I had totally faith
and confidence, as I do today, that if we had participated in a different scenario of full
event; the victory would have been greater, the victory would have been bigger.

Audience: [applause]
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President Nicolas Maduro: So as we were not in a scenario with a high result it does not
mean the character and historical impact of this heroic,  unique, miraculous victory we
have obtained is diminished;

The whole opposition force did not come because they were coming out in parts. First the
extremist sector linked to the American embassy and the drug trafficker, assassin and
mafia oligarchy of Colombia abandoned the dialogue, they were the first cores that quit,
and they quit from the dialogue because they were afraid to speak.

And the ones who are afraid to speak, it is because they are not right or because they are
fascists,  those who believe only in the reason by force and in the imposition of  their
arguments and their reasons, you can write it down there -those who take notes- the first
one who quit was the extremist sector linked closely to the extremist groups of Colombia,
the oligarchy of Bogota. 

And they questioned -almost qualified as traitors- those who from the opposition accepted
the  invitation  I  made  with  President  Danilo  Medina  and  former  President  Josa  Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero to dialogue in Dominican Republic.

Then  in  the  dialogue  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  established  in  December,  as  a
continuation of the dialogues of the last two years 2016-2017, the debates began and the
first  issue mentioned by Mr. Julio Borges, who is now a fugitive of the justice, the first
issue he put on the table was the advancement of the elections and they thought that we
were going to say no. 

But, immediately, our head of delegation, Jorge Rodriguez told them: You all insist on the
proposition that you have made in 2016 and in 2017, the advancement of elections, we
agree, we are going to bring forward the elections and we propose that the elections be in
the first quarter of this year 2018, starting point of the political debate for the electoral
stage.

Then they began to propose conditions, guarantees, that the European Union comes, let
them come; that the Martian union come, let the Martian union come; that those from
Jupiter come, let them come; the only one who does not enter to this country is called, the
piece of garbage of Luis Almagro. 

That was the only thing we said, it was the only condition, garbage in the country, no, he
contaminates it with his immorality.

Audience: [applause]
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President  Nicolas Maduro:  Following an intense process with  guarantees,  when we
already had the document ready to sign, on February 4, on February 5, on February 6,
after two intense months of negotiation and we had it ready, drafted, verified, certified the
document by President Danilo Medina and former President of Spain Rodriguez Zapatero,
at the time that it was going to be signed, and the protocol table was established, there
was the second desertion of the democratic process and dialogue, when the head of the
delegation of the Venezuelan opposition, Mr. Julio Borges who is a fugitive of the justice,
announced the withdrawal of the dialogue table and that they will not sign the agreement
that we had already concluded in 2 intense months of negotiation.

Take note of  it.  It  was the second  withdrawal that  started an important  debate in  the
opposition, this is important for the national awareness, for the national historical record,
because with a national awareness and a well-informed people, a well-formed people, we
are able to respond the bunch of nonsense and lies from the daily campaign, and we are
able  to  get  the  path  that  we  have  lead  to  the  dialogue  today,  agreement,  national
agreement and progress towards the prosperity of the country.

As from this moment started a process of progressive decomposition under the influence
and personal pressure of the government of the United States of North America. We must
know that  it  was  a  call  from Secretary of  State  Rex Tillerson  who  ordered Mr.  Julio
Borges, now a fugitive of the justice, ordering him not to sign the Dominican Republic
Agreement.

Then there was an activation process,  I  did  sign the agreement,  we activated all  the
agreements agreed in the Dominican Republic with ample guarantees, the date of April 22
was established, and at the request of the opposition, or sectors of the opposition, a new
date for a new negotiation was proposed, I said I agree to look for a new date, I agreed
because I wanted everyone to come, I wanted to compete with everyone, I wanted us to
solve this with votes and leave in peace the rest of the year 2018.

And leave in peace the next 6 years to come, for reconstructing the economic base of
Venezuela, for finding the solution of the problems that all Venezuelans have; for initiating
a process of economic growth and prosperity, which is the great national priority, the true
national priority over the daily confrontation of words: the subaltern conflict and politics.

And a negotiation was established and the date of May 20 was proposed, and the date of
May 20 was agreed as the date for voter registration. At this time the opposition began its
contradictions, the initial disaffiliation of the conspiratorial, violent, fascist group that was
against the dialogue.

Two  parties  that  did  not  achieve  legalization  as  a  political  party  before  the  National
Electoral Council joined actively to refuse to participate in any electoral scenario, not even
on May 20 that some of them had agreed.
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They withdrew, second withdrawal, take note Earle, second withdrawal by the two illegal
parties, extreme right-wing parties of fascist tradition, that believed themselves to be the
owners of the opposition leadership, only because of their skin color and because they
studied at Harvard.

And  then  began  a  process  of  debate  in  the  opposition,  I  have  evidence,  there  are
testimonies  that  the  United  States  Charge d'affaires,  Todd Robinson interfered in  the
internal affairs of Venezuelan politics, that Mr. Brian Naranjo, head of the political section
of the Embassy and representative of the CIA, at the U.S. Embassy; they joined forces to
personally press all  those who announced themselves as presidential  candidates, and
began the third operation, they spoke with Mr. Henry Ramos Allup who was presidential
pre-candidate ever  since,  and put  pressure on him, threaten his  private life,  then Mr.
Henry Ramos Allup withdrew from the electoral contest,  because he said: I  prefer my
American visa than a presidential  candidacy and sold his party (Accion Democratica),
even though the bases of this political party wanted to  actively participatein the elections.

They also  pressed  the  then  pre-candidate  Claudio  Fermin  and  also  to  the  then  pre-
candidate called Ambassador Pineda, Julio Cesar Pineda, and they made all of the pre-
candidates quit. They also put pressure on the pre-candidates Henri Falcón and Javier
Bertucci.

But the third separation took place, with the decision of Henry Ramos Allup and some pre-
candidates  of  the  opposition,  to  give  in  to  pressures  from the  United  States  Charge
d'affaires, who clearly interfered in the internal affairs of Venezuela.

There happened the third separation of the presidential  electoral process convened in
Venezuela, a process of collapse, separation, division, distancing from democratic path,
distancing from the confrontation of ideas via voting, which was progressively experienced
by the opposition dependent on the U.S. interests: The Venezuelan opposition, called,
“Venezuelan”.

And, in that moment, surprisingly happened the inscription of the presidential candidacies
of Mr. Henri Falcon by four opposition parties and Mr. Javier Bertucci on the part of a new
opposition current, linked to Christian sectors as we all know. And the scenario of May 20
was raised as a competition between the Bolivarian Revolution's joint candidate, Nicolas
Maduro Moros and the dispersed candidates of the Venezuelan opposition, represented
by Henri Falcon and Javier Bertucci.

What were the causes for the opposition to progressively withdraw from the process?
What was the preponderant, decisive cause? The decision of the United States extremist
government to not validate, to not legitimize a presidential election that they completely
and entirely knew was going to be won in any scenario, by the candidate Nicolas Maduro
Moros,  candidate  for  the  re-election  of  the  Bolivarian  and  Revolutionary  Forces  of
Venezuela.
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Audience: [applause]

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  An imperial  decision.  If  we  look  for  statements  made in
January and February by all the officials of the United States government and of some of
their  puppet  presidents  of  governments  from  Latin  America,  already  in  January  and
February  when  there  was  still  dialogue,  when  there  was  still  expectation  of  a  single
opposition  candidate,  already  in  the  month  of  January  and  February,  United  States
declared that they would not recognize any type of presidential election in Venezuela.

Does anyone have any doubt that it was the government of United States in its extremist
Ku Klux Klan policy,  the one that  imposed on the Venezuelan right  its  absence from
participation, its desertion from democratic, constitutional, peaceful and electoral ways?
Does there still someone doubt it?

In these conditions, what did Venezuela have to do? Stop democracy and suspend the
Constitution? Refrain from holding the elections? Obey the U.S. government? Join the
groups  and factors  of  the  Venezuelan extremist  right  wing?  Refrain  from holding  the
elections in Venezuela? Refrain from electing the President of the Republic? What did the
Venezuelans have to do? What did the institutions have to do? What did the country have
to do?

The country had to do what we have done: Convene constitutional elections and make
free, transparent, popular elections.

Audience: [applause]

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  Moving  towards  the  path  of  legitimate  and  democratic
decisions. That is what we had to do and that is what has been done.

We saw the fourth desertion as a chronicle of a death foretold, the attitude of candidate
Henri Falcon on election’s day is incomprehensible and has no words yet before its own
electors; let alone for us that we are neither in the mind and body nor in the political
position of Mr. Henri Falcon, whom I respect and always have respected.

We have had differences and criticized each other -no matter how hard it has been done-
but it does not mean disrespect. However it is incomprehensible, and allow me to phrase
it as an old Venezuelan politician, that Henri Falcon committed “self-suicide” in political
terms on Sunday, May 20th. 

He had prepared the script that Monday before May 20 th; he had already presented the
script of his justifications, in order to distance himself from the democratic path -the fourth
distancing-,  he  presented  a  script  of  justifications,  we  heard  him  very  carefully  and
respectfully  and  in  this  very  same place,  counting  on  with  the  Electoral  Authority  as
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guarantor, some documents were signed for ratifying and extending electoral guarantees,
despite that they deemed them as a fact. 

And, undoubtedly all the credible scientific surveys, not those false surveys made by the
mercenaries of the statistics, which put false numbers and gave encouragement to the
candidate Henri Falcon that he could win the elections but, at no time during the electoral
campaign, he never had enough strength, he could not gather the opposition vote that put
him in close conditions to contest the Presidency of the Republic against the strength of
the Bolivarian vote, the Chavista vote, unique and sole strength. Thereafter, he began to
deploy his script of justifications and that political operation in the last week became a
great “vote-killer” operation for his own presidential aspiration.

Each statement within the last week of candidate Henri Falcon, each statement within last
week of his campaign manager Claudio Fermin killed the hope created in an important
sector of the Venezuelan voters who had the right to believe and vote for their opposition
option, who had the right to participate, as predicted in the previous weeks by all serious
surveys in this country and some other non-public surveys, which are handled by very
serious diplomatic sectors represented in Venezuela.

And the withdrawal happened as a chronicle of a withdrawal foretold: May 20th, at 11
o'clock in the morning, the operation to assassinate the elections began; the vote killing
operation began, for the purpose to seek the forgiveness of the American empire for Mr.
Henri Falcon. 

Everyone  can  review  these  facts,  and  I  apologize  if  I  have  made  a  very  extensive
analysis, but I think it is very important that this opportunity, standing before the Electoral
Authority, is propitious for making an objective analysis and record what happened and
that, as Head of State and re-elected President, I gave my vision, my opinion and my
position, about the operation made from the government of United States during all this
part of the year 2018 for preventing the legitimate aspirations to be elected as President
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro: I appeal to your conscience Venezuelan people, compatriot,
I  appeal  to  your  conscience of  honesty,  for  we  can have a  clear  vision  of  what  has
happened in Venezuela in these first five months and of the heroic of the institutional,
national, popular and even international effort, for that in Venezuela the right to choose
will be exercised, as we have exercised freely, sovereignty, wonderfully last Sunday. 

The vote killing operation, the withdrawal operation started at 11o’clock in the morning, 1
o’clock in the afternoon, you can check how the levels of participation of the opposition
vote were satisfactory, for the levels of vote that the candidate Henri Falcon planned to
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gain, 4 million votes, 4 million 500, perhaps 5 million -with luck-; Until 9 a.m. the general
voting tendency reaches 67 percent of participation.

Electoral experts know, including General Santeliz, who I salute, I am always happy to
see you General, because you remind me of Commander Chavez and the historic gesture
on  February  4th,  1992  in  saving  his  life,  we  will  always  be  grateful  to  you,  always,
General.

Audience: [applause]

Nicolas Maduro President  The electoral experts, Madam President,  comrades of the
Armed Forces, comrade Tarek William Saab, you as an electoral experts know that the
tendency of electoral participation in the early hours in the morning -whenever it is set- is
smaller than the general trend that ends up being marked in the rest of the afternoon and
the day.

Perhaps the great majority of the people are not experts at this level of detail, but having
67 percent  of  electoral  participation  between 6  o’clock  and 9  o’clock  in  the  morning,
pointed to a high level of general participation, and the political decision of the nucleus
that  surrounded  as  advisors  and  imposed  the  final  decision  on  the  candidate  Henri
Falcón, was to kill the electoral process, to cover his defeat that was showing in all the
Exit  Poll  and in all  the forms of measurement of  the whole world,  private companies,
television channels, embassies, commands, all  the Exit  Poll  at 11 a.m. pointed to the
candidate  Nicolas  Maduro  winning  with  56  or  60  percent  of  the  votes,  it  is  the  truth
intellectual gentlemen and  writers. 

Everything pointed to an operation with a double objective: To cover the defeat or believe
that it could cover with a hole what he did not want to see –his defeat, and to get in the
hole, thus seeking the pardon of the Yankee empire and affirm that they had given his
contribution, at the last minute, to stab the electoral process.

What it was calculated was the stab in the back of the noble people who had gone out to
vote or who were going to vote, first of all the voters of the opposition and also the voting
trend,  as everyone saw and as it  is  necessary to  show,  Dr.  Jorge Rodriguez,  please
continue to give daily information to our people, everything we give in information to our
people is gain, even if in the world do not take any of this, we do not care, they can
continue preparing fake news,  but  the peoples know where  the truth  is  and love the
passion of Venezuela for its revolution.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro:  A stab that meant the most resounding fall  that has ever
been  seen,  in  the  voting  tendencies,  between  the  voters,  in  the  electoral  centers
traditionally with  opposition voters,  it  went  from 100 to  0 we could  say and I  do  not
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exaggerate. The voters of chavismo, of the revolution kept a rhythm not so much higher
from that hour thereafter, although they kept the electoral centers alive, in some cases
until late at night in the popular neighborhoods of Venezuela.

Once  more,  I  want  to  thank  the  popular  neighborhoods  of  Venezuela,  the  beloved
neighborhoods where I  was forged as a revolutionary,  my thanks,  thanks to  you,  the
humble of our country, we are here victorious, thanks to you.

Audience: [applause]

President Nicolas Maduro:  The conscience and the aptitude are heroic, admirable, so
much  conscience.  As  a  consequence,  a  friend  of  mine  said:  “in  Venezuela,  into  the
Bolivarian Revolution people are the vanguard.” 

Luckily,  people is the vanguard, fortunately,  people are not mistaken. The Venezuelan
people always moves forward. That was what happened, and later the opinion strike in a
press conference was given, where we saw ,even if it sounds harsh, a political suicide in a
live streaming. It was unbelievable seeing the act that was performed by the candidate
Henri Falcón before an entire country that was expecting the election results.

For the first time in the political history of Venezuela and possibly of the word, he stated
that  he  will  ignore  the  election  results  before  they were  known,  contesting,  you  can
contest, question or ignore the results. You can activate legal actions before the electoral
power or the judiciary, but withdrawing as a presidential candidate half-hour before the
announcements of the results by the time a whole country voted. 

Take note please. Because the Henri Falcón’s drama on this Sunday 20, May must be
studied from a psychological, psychiatric and political point of view. A drama that ended
with giving the reason to all the arguments that were used to attack him mercilessly by the
pro-U.S.  extremist  right-wing in  Venezuela. He finished repeating the American script,
which overwhelmed him during 25 days of election campaign, for God’s sake, he finished
quitting any vestige of leadership he would have obtained.

For that hour, there were not 4,500,000 voters he was estimated to obtain, no, he just
obtained 1,900,000 voters at the end. Venezuelan compatriots who hear me and have
voted for the candidate Henri Falcon, you have run out of leader, of voice, of anybody. I
reach out to you for working, for understanding as Venezuelans.

Audience: [applauses]
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President Nicolas Maduro:  I  will  not fail  you, this is a message I  send to the Henri
Falcon voters, who believed in voting as a “weapon”. You could have been 4 million and a
half,  like  targeted  by  all  scientific  surveys.  It  was  1,900,000  after  the  massacre,  the
massacre that killed votes. This is what Venezuela has faced. Let’s do that balance.

On my own, I have accomplished with the balance with the vision and with the position. I
have  been  coherent.  If  there  is  something  that  characterize  us,  the  Chavistas  and
Bolivarians, is the fact of being coherent. We are perseverant in the idea, for that reason
we maintain a solid revolutionary force as a block in the political, social, ideological and
cultural field.

For that, we remain as a solid block in the civilian-military union, as the central column of
peace, integrity and stability of the nation. And for that, we remain as a solid block of
6,500,000 voters who did not doubt on going out to say, no matter the circumstances,
“President Maduro, we are with you! Homeland, we are with you!” They did not doubt it.

Audience: [applauses]

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  Venezuela  has  faced  an  international  conspiracy;  they
thought  we were weak because they underestimate us,  they underestimate an entire
country, Venezuela, and when they attack us, they attack an entire country. They have
underestimated me during more than five years; I came to this same place to receive my
constitutional  notice  of  having  been  elected  President  of  the  Bolivarian  Republic  of
Venezuela for the period 2013-2019 five years ago, a Monday 15 April at this same hour.

I received my notice and I swore persistence and loyalty to the institutions and the people.
I have seen how the empire and the rancid oligarchy underestimate me during these five
years, how they have looked down on me. Only because it is Maduro.

How we have been underestimated by the pro-U.S. extremist right wing and they thought
that a set of threats would force us to take away the right of the people to elect in free
presidential elections. No, we are not docile, when I say we are not, we are not, I say it on
behalf of the Venezuelan people and the Bolivarian National Armed Force. Venezuela is
not docile before anyone, Venezuela will not be threatened by anyone, Venezuela will not
be dominated by anyone.

Audience: [applauses]
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President Nicolas Maduro: I have won in good deal. There are numerological analyses
that target that it has been the biggest victory from a percentage point of view, and the
most legitimated in 100 years of elections. We have obtained 68% of votes. 3.3 times
more than the second candidate

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: Sure, if the magnitude of the competence would have been
polarized, we would be talking now about 8 millions or more, sure. We have won amidst a
continued,  permanent  and  worsen  economic  war.  The  economic  attack  made  to  the
people by the predatory oligarchy the smuggling, savage and neoliberal, capitalism since
December to May had never been known. The prices war, it had never been known. The
dollar war, it had never been known. I doubt that in another country the people maintained
their convictions and were gone along with a candidacy whose presidency was into an
economic war like this.

Thus, this has been a victory in its own right. This has been a truly victory of the national
awareness, about values, national courage, and the resisting capacity of the people.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro:  When I say people, I mean man, woman, young, mother,
worker, professional. When I say people, I mean all of you, who are on street and sell a
kilogram of coffee in 4 million bolivars, even when it is produced in Venezuela. Where has
that coffee been produced? In the Biscucuy mountains and they pretend to sell it in a
dollarized price, which is a crime.

Well, now I am going to focus only and exclusively on the issue of the combat of economic
crime. Against criminal mafias and I am going to reach it, in a shot and a medium-term
expenditure I am going to stabilize the economy of the country. You will see it; you will see
me doing it.  I  commit to my people,  to our people and all  our country to process an
economic  change  against  criminal  mafias,  with  the  purpose  of  defending  our  people
beyond anything, or any circumstance.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: I ask for support of the Bolivarian National Armed Force, I
ask support to all the officials under my leadership to go to a big battle for the country
stability and economic stability of the country and people.

19 Ceremony of Awarding, Proclamation and Issuance of credentials to the President of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, by the Electoral Authority
National Electoral Council Headquarters, Caracas 
Tuesday, May 22nd, 2018



I ask for support of the working sector, the trade sector, professors, and universities. And
this week, starting from tomorrow, I am going to initiate a dialog round, I will establish
conversations  with  the  political,  economic,  communicational  and  cultural  fields  of  the
country. As we like to speak a lot as we like to listen, to comment.

The only thing I demand to my self is that we could have very efficient and operative
reunions, which will not be tiredness sessions to speculation of 5 or 6 hours. I ask for the
dialog. Vice-president Tareck and comrade Jorge Rodriguez, be prepared for tomorrow
with the participation of all the political sectors of the country, all the economic sectors, all
the cultural sectors, which are very important. I give maximum assessment to the cultural
sectors because those are the sectors of the spirit, soul, national ideas; to all the social
sectors, I ask for your proposal.

To the Communal Councils, CLAP’s, women and youth grassroots organization, working
sector, I ask for your proposals. Is there a diagnostic? Yes, it is welcome, but now we are
going through the solutions, we are going to the action. I need your solution proposals to
be taken on, to be implemented by me. Do you want it? That is what I expect.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: And we have the methodological capacity, Ricardo, to affront
proposals  from  the  biggest  economic  problems,  the  kind  of  change,  Price  system,
distributive system, output and self-sufficiency based on the national productivity, issues
of  public  service,  unemployment  of  virtual  transport  which  has  been  thought  by  the
country and we demonstrated it on Sunday.

My thesis has the reason, the private transport sector have been bought to deactivate its
operations affecting our people. We are going for them, I want the diagnostic and the
solutions;  governors,  mayors,  per  each  state  and  municipalities,  call  the  attention  of
responsible ones and who cannot operate, hence the permission will be removed to be
given to the community, the permission to transport people will be given to the Communal
Councils. I will be unstoppable.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro Nothing will stop me; the electoral campaign is over. Now it is
time to govern, it is time to solve the people’s problems, it is time to face all the issues we
have to affront, now, it is time to build happiness, stability and people’s peace, now with a
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lot  energy,  the  electoral  round  is  over,  we  chose  constituent,  governors,  mayors,  a
President. Now it is time to govern, it is time to solve; now it is time to unify the nation.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: Is that right?

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: That is right. Dialogue and action. I am going to receive all
political parties of the country, I request them concrete solutions, Do not let us go to the
general discourse, all the parties: right, left, central, Mars, Jupiter, Earth, I am going to
receive all of you. Miraflores’ doors are opened, even to those with whom we have many
differences,  you  are  welcome,  I  want  to  hear  you,  I  want  to  hear  -how Commander
Chavez used to say when in jail- I  remember, the true core as human being because
every human being has a true core.

It does no matter who is, that true core I want to see it with my own eyes, hear, sense and
add it,  because Venezuela will  be great but  if  we do this  together;  great  if  we repair
everything, one, two, one, two, one, two, one, two; if we add the national spirit force in a
whole,  the  national  idea,  national  work,  national  production  and  cease  selfishness,
diatribes, pettiness, individualities, individualism and we place Venezuela in the national
interest center, our beloved Venezuela, our beloved Homeland deserves all, Venezuela
deserves all.

In this sense, I have decided to create a Presidential Economic Advisory Commission with
national  and international  nature  and I  have empowered the  executive  Vice-president
Tareck to install it with the global international advisers and national advisers of all sectors
as a great Presidential Economic Advisory Commission to help me collect proposals. 

Audience: [applauses]

President  Nicolas  Maduro:  To  help  me  systematize  and  support,  technicians,
economists, national and international experts collaborating with me in this effort that is
the  central  effort;  I  am  going  to  devote  my life,  we  must  devote  our  lives  because
Venezuela will be stabilized economically and let us defeat all aspects of the economic
war, if we all do it together.

It is not just a matter of Maduro, Venezuela knows it, it is not a matter of Maduro, if it were
not for Maduro, people would not have work, wage, contract, if it were not for Maduro,
people would not have the Homeland card and financial support bonds, if it were not for
Maduro, people would not have free public education, healthcare social program; if it were
not for Maduro, people would not have dwelling option in the Affordable Housing Program,
if it were not for Maduro, there were not protection, accompaniment and social support
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system  that  the  revolution  has  created  and  it  has  been  wonder,  savior  in  times  of
economic war.

When  a  woman  -head  of  family-  receives  2  million  500  thousands  bolivars  in  the
Homeland Homes Great Mission and I shall announce in the next days to protect even
more, the double, the triple that we are protecting to the Homeland Home.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro:  Reaching the goal of 6 million, in advance I announce, I
should not have say it, we are in 5 million, our goal are 6 million and we are going to
create a higher system that we have, higher, because is necessary to protect home, to
protect pregnancy women, lactating women, childhood, students,  to protect the million
people with any disability in the country, to protect the employment, the stability, it is the
key to protect wages, contracts which are too affected.

Who can live  with  the  current  wage? You  live  striving,  don’t  you? You  are  saved by
monthly  bonus  and  the  other  one  but  you  live  striving.  I  know  it  public  employees,
employees of the country, I know, what is to strive, I know because I have lived striving, a
trendy term used in  a  military field,  fight,  you struggle  and solve.  Also,  I  want  to  go
towards  a  national  reconciliation  government,  I  affirm  it,  a  national  reconciliation
government, national unity a government to make revolution, I want it to be a government
of the nation’s unity, achieving unity of nation to deepen and retake the revolutionary path
that is necessary to retake.

In this sense, I have requested to the truth, justice and peace commission of the National
Constituent  Assembly,  constitutionalists  of  the  truth  commission,  I  have  requested  to
promote from the constituent with my approval as Head of State a package, benefits to
opposition  sectors  had  fallen  into  mistakes  and  problems  that  can  be  benefited,  no
murderess,  we are not  sure but  we can give them a necessary package to  advance
towards a reconciliation process, forgiveness, reunion among Venezuelans. 

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro:  I request to the truth commission, Dr. Delcy Rodriguez we
shall  take  a  bold,  titanic,  step,  I  request  please.  I  would  like  to  meet  with  the  truth
commission soon to see the proposal and constitutionalists and President of the Republic
shall  advance  together,  we  shall  sign  resolutions  that  permit  us  open  floodgates  a
reencounter process, reconciliation and a necessary forgiveness.

I  want to thank the support  of countries, governments, social  movements, politics and
intellectual of the world that congratulated Venezuelan people and the president Nicolas
Maduro immediately, recognized the elections, to improve relations, all the governments
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that  public  way  through  communiqués,  telegram,  phone  calls,  letters,  private  calls,
yesterday and today, all of you my gratefulness.

To the perturbed group of countries intending to press on Venezuela, I give my hand, I
believe in the word, I believe in dialogue, I believe in understanding but also I believe that
Venezuela must be respected.

What  the  U.S.  embassy  has  done  in  Venezuela  and  the  U.S.  government  against
Venezuela has no name. Our people know it; the sanctions promoted by the Venezuelan
right and signed by president Donald Trump against Venezuela offend the national dignity,
I disregard all the sanctions pretended against the Bolivarian Republican of Venezuela, I
reject them, I disregard them. I reject and disregard permanent conspiracy.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: I have authorized the Vice-president and I shall inform myself
in next days. We shall present evidences to the country of the conspiracy in the military
field by the U.S. Charge d’affairs and its embassy,  in the economic and political  field
conspiracy, in the three fields. An active conspirator, abusing, violating international law,
the international law has been violated shamelessly.

Our  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  been  commissioned  to  draw attention  to  the  U.S.
embassy in Venezuela in a diplomatic way; more than 10 diplomatic correspondences
have been delivered to demand in a private, public, verbal, and written rectification, and
the U.S. government intends to continue the aggression against Venezuela. 

I  say to  the Donald Trump’s  government,  Ku Klux Klan’s  government,  I  say to  them,
neither  with  sanctions  nor  with  threats  and  conspiracy,  you  could  stop  the  elections,
successful elections were made, neither conspiracy nor with sanctions you can stop the
course  of  productive  Venezuela  that  may  overcome  the  problems,  you  will  not  stop
Venezuela.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: Venezuela is a victim of threats as never seen before. I have
been the most threatened and attacked president in the history of Venezuela and I am
here, on my feet, I am sure of my Homeland path; Let us have certainty of our Homeland
destiny.

If  the empire governed by extreme right,  by the right-wing fanaticism, if  the American
Empire governed by the Ku Klux Klan, white supremacists, imperial supremacisis believe
that Venezuela is going to surrender, the Venezuelan voice rumbled last Sunday.
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On Sunday, people said on the ballot boxes: Here, nobody surrenders! The Empire does
not control us; Venezuela is free, sovereign and independent.    

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro:  In exercise of the powers conferred to me as President of
the Republic,  I  have declared as a  persona non grata, and I  announce that  the U.S.
Chargé d'affaires,  Mr. Todd Robinson, must leave our country within 48 hours; and also
the head of political section, Mr. Brian Naranjo. They must go out of the country in 48
hours  in  protest  and  defense  of  the  dignity  of  the  Venezuelan  Homeland!  No  more
conspiracy!  

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: Stop! That is enough.

Audience: [applauses]

President Nicolas Maduro: I do it for the dignity, union and national independency. They
must  leave  the  country;  48  hours,  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  They  do  not  want  to
understand that Venezuela is sovereign and free; their language is that of fanatics and
extremists,  Venezuela will  fight.  I  want  the best  relations with  the United States as a
society and I want normal relations of respect with the government of the United States,
but it seems impossible to have relations of respect with them.

They want us to be slaves, vassals; they only accept slaves, those who sell their souls,
those they can buy, who betray their nations. There is nobody here for sale, we are not for
sale,  and Venezuela is  not  for  sale,  does not  give up,  Venezuela perseveres,  grows,
fights.

I express my gratitude to the movements of the world and I appeal to the peoples of the
world to the support and solidarity for Venezuela, I appreciate it and summon it.

I  have  relations  of  dialogue  with  several  sectors  of  the  United  States,  in  some
opportunities I have sent special envoys like recently, a few months back, the governor of
Carabobo  State,  Rafael  Lacava,  who  was  an  important  diplomat  when  he  was
ambassador in Rome. 

The governor Rafael Lacava studied a college career in New Jersey, he speaks perfect
English, knows American politics well and knocked some doors asking for dialogue in the
U.S., one of them got opened and a dialogue began.

I even welcomed here a democrat senator named Durbin and welcomed other envoys
that  I  would  not  name  because  those  were  private  visits,  and  I  respect  private
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conversations. I welcomed senator Durbin, we talked for two hours and when he left he
hugged me and told me: “You have a new friend in me”. I hugged him and told him: “You
have a new friend in Venezuela, I am your friend, look me in the eyes”; we looked into
each other’s eyes, tenderly.

Then he left Venezuela and declared atrocities. Durbin said things he never dare say in
front  of  me.  I  would  have  thrown  him  out  of  Miraflores  Palace  if  he  dared  say that
nonsense and offend the dignity of Venezuela. Maybe he looked after himself for that.
They told him: “beware, he is a hungry lion, Maduro is a hungry lion”. Yes, I am a lion but
not exactly hungry, unless they brand my hungry for justice and dignity.

I am ready to dialogue with every sector of the U.S., congressmen, senators, government.
To understand each other and reach an agreement, but not based on pressure or threats;
with their protocol, with their old-fashioned script of the Monroe Doctrine, no. 

Can  we  talk?  Can  we  understand  each  other?  Good.  Can  we  reach  a  preliminary
agreement? Good. Can we reach a second? Good. I am giving you the opportunity, one
more chance to talk, in the terms you want, by your own means, whenever and wherever
you want. You will talk with respected people, who have sufficient criteria to converse with
any factor or sector of the United States.

The time of the Monroe Doctrine has passed. Because there are servile governments,
rulers servile to you, does not mean that Latin America is servile to the United States and
its Empire, no.

Relations with the American society: We must keep promoting camaraderie with artists,
intellectuals,  union  members,  academics,  universities  and  the  political  sphere.  Move
forward with the relations with the US and defend our nation of any aggression, of any
oppression.

In this way I express my gratitude to our people, our institutes. I think is important to keep
affirming, keep moving. A central objective to all of us must be to enforce the power of our
nation.  The  country  could  be  better  or  not  based  on  the  power  our  nation  has,
economically, politically; the popular power, institutional, of ideas, military.

The conjunction of the national power is a perfect equation; the power of a country, we are
going to increase the power of our nation! I am prepared, you have re-elected me and I
would not disappoint you, I will dedicate all my days of this constitutional period 2019-
2025, to increase the power of our nation that has the right to happiness, prosperity, to a
future. That is my commitment, with the future, prosperity!

Audience: [applauses]
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President Nicolas Maduro: We will achieve it! With the help of all of us, together we will
achieve the state of national power that will lead us to prosperity, stability and peace.

Long live Venezuela!

Audience: Long live!

President Nicolas Maduro: Long live institutions!

Audience: Long live!

President Nicolas Maduro Long live elections!

Audience: Long live!

President Nicolas Maduro Towards victory always!

Audience: We shall prevail!

President Nicolas Maduro Thank you Dr. Tibisay Lucena. Thank you, Venezuela.

[Comments of the journalist of Sibci]

Master of Ceremony:  We announce that the ceremony of awarding, proclamation and
issuance of credentials to the citizen Nicolas Maduro Moros, elected to the Presidency of
the Republic for the constitutional period 2019-2025, has concluded.

Have all a good afternoon.

[Comments of the journalist of Sibci]

[End of the national radio and television broadcast]
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